FRIENDS OF THE GLOBE THEATRE:

NEWSLETTER JUNE 2007

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 2007
The Annual General meeting of the Friends of the Globe Theatre will be held in the Theatre, on
SUNDAY, JUNE 10th at 3pm.
All members are invited to attend.
(Do please attend to ensure that we reach a quorum.)
BUSINESS OF MEETING
1. Minutes of AGM, held on May 14th 2006

(Attachment 1)

2. Matters arising
3. President’s report, 2006/7
4. Treasure’s report

(to be tabled)

5. Election of Executive Committee, 2006

(Attachment 2)

6. General Business
…to be followed by refreshments and, as is becoming a tradition, an entertaining/ment contest between two
teams of worthy opponents (to be chosen on the day).

Special event
Patrick Spottiswoode, Director of Globe education, Shakespeare’s Globe, London, will deliver two lectures
at the University of Otago, his only New Zealand lecture appearances. These are public lectures and so are
open to all interested persons (although the first is primarily aimed at younger people).
Lecture One: Playing Shakespeare’s Globe
This will be a comparison of the relationship that the Globe architecture fosters between actor and audience,
and the influence it had on Shakespeare’s stagecraft.
St David Lecture Theatre,
2.10 pm
Lecture Two: “I see a voice”: a look at language in the Globe
St David Lecture Theatre,
4.10 pm
(The following text is a transcript of a 2005, BBC programme, which featured an interview with Patrick
Spottiswoode.)

BBC Learning English

Entertainment Shakespeare's Globe

Callum: Hello, I'm Callum Robertson and this is Entertainment. I'm not in the studio today I'm on location
on the south bank of the River Thames in the centre of London. 393 years ago today on June 29th 1613 one
of the most famous theatres in the world was destroyed by fire.
The Globe theatre on London's South Bank was the theatrical home of William Shakespeare and in this
programme I'm going to be taking a little look at the history of the theatre, which Shakespeare called in his
play Henry V, this Wooden O. Although the original Globe theatre has long since disappeared there is a
marvellous reconstruction here now on the South Bank. I've now come inside the marvellous modern
'wooden O' I'm speaking to Patrick Spottiswoode who's the Director of Globe Education to find out a little
bit more. Patrick, why did Shakespeare refer to the Globe as 'this wooden O'?
Patrick: It is a round building. It is in fact a twenty-sided wooden O, a polygonal O. And it is made of oak
in the main, and it's an open air O so people gather round in the theatre to hear a play.
Callum: And is that design typical of theatres of the time?
Patrick: The outdoor theatres yes, I mean in English we say 'gather round' we don't say 'gather square'.
And you gather round to get close to hear a story. And these were great story-telling venues and thousands
of people would want to get close to the actors. So the circle enables you to get close to the actor.
Callum: This reconstruction which we're in now, how close is it in where it is and how it looks to the
original?
Patrick: We're about 150 metres from where it originally stood. In terms of whether this Globe is like the
first Globe of 1599 well we, we think it is because we have no photographs of course, no video, so we're
reliant on a mixture of evidence as to what the original Globe was like. We hope we've built the Globe like
the original but we cannot put our hands on our hearts and say it's exactly like. It’s as near as we can get.
Callum: The original as I mentioned at the beginning of this programme was destroyed by fire in 1613.
Can you tell us a little bit about its history before that? When was it built and what was it used for?
Patrick: Well it was built in 1599 and Shakespeare and a group of actors put money together to build the
theatre. It was the first time ever in England actors had paid to build a theatre. So that was very special. And
it became the number one theatre in London as Shakespeare's company became the number one acting
company of London. So it became from 1599 as the number one venue for theatre and certainly the number
one venue for Shakespeare's plays until 1613. And in 1613 they put on a play about Henry VIII and they
had a cannon effect to announce the arrival of the king on stage. But it was a special effect that went badly
wrong because a spark from the cannon flew up and hit the roof which is made of thatch. It caught fire and
the theatre burnt to the ground during a performance.
Callum: Which of Shakespeare's plays were first performed here, which of the big ones which people
might know around the world were performed here?
Patrick: Well I suppose one of the most famous, Romeo and Juliet was not first performed at the Globe. It
was written two or three years before the Globe was built. The first play that we know to have been put on
at the Globe, the first recorded performance, it was Julius Caesar. We know that As You Like It was put on
at the Globe, we know Hamlet, King Lear, Othello, these are plays that were Globe plays.
Callum: This is Entertainment. Today I'm talking to Patrick Spottiswoode the director of Globe Education
about the Globe Theatre on London's South Bank. Patrick I wonder could you tell us now about how the
new Globe Theatre came to be built?

Patrick: Sam Wanamaker founded a charity to build the Globe in 1970. He dies in 1993. Four years later
the Globe finally opened for performances in 1997. So we're a very young theatre and it's thanks to people
from outside of England, an American and a South African who came to England and decided that it would
be a good thing to rebuild Shakespeare's Globe. So thanks to them we have a Globe Theatre again. But
plays like Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare had a career before the Globe was built.

Next production at “our” Globe Theatre:
Road to Mecca by David Mamet, August/September, 2007
This will feature actors, Louise Petherbridge, Terry MacTavish and John Watson, and will be directed by
Lisa Warrington.
www.globetheatre.org.nz

